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means of providing funds to meet the expenses i? now the subject of discussion.
Under these circumstances I feel that it is due both to you and myself, to express my own views with the perfect frankness which has always marked our intercourse.
Our connection was formed in the beginning with a full view of the difficulties which it involved; the most sanguine friends of the church were not confident of success ; and on the whole I do not know that our prosperity has been less than we had reason to anticipate. There have always, however, been many discouragements; and at times these have been so great, that nothing but a sense of the kindness I have received at your hands, and the conviction that my best endeavors were due to you so long as they were desired, has prevented me from requesting to be discharged from your service.
I cannot then avoid deeming this the proper occasion to say that if the support of my office should be thought burdensome or inexpedient in the deliberate judgment of your body and the society which you represent, ifc would be my desire to relinquish it. IJ your interests can be better promoted by other hands, I wish that they may assume that trust. I have no^w labored with you for nearly fourteen years ; I have done what I could to accomplish the purposes of oui connection; and under the present relation it is not likely that my ministry can be essentially different from what it has been; I do not feel that I can dcorld calls a great man, but to be a respected, useful, and happy man. And this connection, which is foundedon.
